A 
be follow ing Act, which was E. FF 
e aing of this year, affords 
| neyer before known, and muſt 
überty. It was lately printed at 
 affiting in circulating it. Had 
ated upon by civil governments, 8 , the 
exiſted; ſincere enquiries would never 
would have had fair play; and 
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ELL aware, that Almighty God hath | 
* created the mind free: that all attempts 
dinſuence it by temporal puniſhments or burthens, 
* by civil incapacitations, tend only to beget 
bb of hypocriſy, and are à departure from 
% plan” of the Holy Author of our religion, who 
king Lord of body and mind, yet choſe not to 
nopagut® it by coercions on either--that the impious 
neſunption of legiſlators and rulers, civil as well 
W ecctelaſtical (who being themſelyes but fallible 
\} uninſpited men, have aſſumed dominiop over the | 
ith of others, ſetting up their own opinion und- 
odes of thinking as alone true and infallible, and 
{uch endeavouring to impoſe them on others), 
ch eabliſhed and maintained falſe religions over 
le greateſt part of the world, and through all time,— 
hat, to compel a man to furniſh contributions of | 
joney. for the propagation of opinions which he 


believes, is ſinful and tyrannical,— That even the 
reing 4 man to ſup is or that teacher of his 
n religious ation, is depriving him of the 


amfortable liberty of giving his contributions to 
le particular paſtor, whoſe morals he would 0 


s pattern, and whoſe powers he feels moſt perſuaſiv 
© righteouſneſs ; and withdrawing from the 
uiniſtry, th» terr poral rewards, which, proceeding | 
tom an app ien of thrir- perſonal conduct, are 
Arona ingatement to earneſt and unremitted 
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Jabours Toi 11% inſtruction of mankind,—T hat our 


in the As8gMBLY or VInStNNIA, at 


an example of legiſlative wiſdom and ee | 
eaſe all the friends of intellectual and reli gious 


Paxkis 5 and you will do an important ſervice by 
he principles which have dictated it, been always 


oſt of the evils which have. diſturbed the peace | 
ofthe world, and obſtructed human improvement, would have been e. 
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evil aiguts 8 e no dependence on our religious 
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Nometry; A hat, therefore, the proſcribing any Citizen 
8 ſn the public confidence, by laying upor 
bim an incapacity) of being called to offices o 
truſt and emolument, unleſs he profeſs or renounce (i 
this or that religious opinion, is depriving him 
injuriouſly of thoſe privileges and advantages to 
| Which in common with his fellow-citizens he has a 
Mtural right; and tends alſo to corrupt the principles | 
of that very religion it is meant to encourage, by 
"ing with a monopoly of worldly honours and 
"Mo)::nents, thoſe who will — | conform to 
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demon of perſecution would never have 
have been diſcouraged ; truth and reaſon 
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it — That though indeed thoſe are criminal who 5 
not withſtand ſuch temptations, yet neither ate thoſe 
innocent who lay them in their way, — That to ſuffer 
the civil magiſtrate to intrude his powers into the 
held of opinion, and to reftrain the; profeſſion ot 
propagation of principles on ſuppoſitich of their ill 
tendency, is a dangerous fallacy; which, at once 
deſtroys all religious liberty; becauſe he, being of 


| courſe judge of that tendency, will make his opinions 


the rule of judgment, and. approve or condemn the 
ſent ments of others, only as. + they — Agree Withes 

| fhpuzh. far. 
rightful r of civil government, for its officers - 
to interpoſe when principles break out in overt acts 
againſt peace and good order. And finally, that truth 
is great, and will prevail if left to herſelf; is the proper 
and ſufficient antagoniſt to error; and can havꝶ nothing 
to fear from the conflit unleſs by human interpoſition, 
diſarmed of her natural weapons (free argument and 
debate) error ceaſing to be dangerous, hen it is 
permitted freely to contradict them. 

“ Be it therefore enacted by the General Affembly, 
that no man ſhall be compelled to ſupport any religious 
worſhip, place, or miniſtry whatſoever; nor ſhall be 
forced, reſtrained, moleſted or burthened in "his body 


or goods, nor ſhall otherwiſe ſuffer, on account of © 


| his religious opinions or belief, But that all = 
be free to profeſs, and by argument to..x 
their opinion in matters of religion; and ha the 
fame ſhall in no wiſe diminiſh, alete or affect * 


Prechan on our opinions in phyſic or'} their civil capacities. 


And though we well know. that this un Vt 


Feed vy- Lit people. Fox the ordi purioſe, ol 
ination only, nave no power to reſtrain the. ata” 


"oF ſucceeding Aſſemblies, conitituted with powers 
equal to our own; and that, therefore, d Nectars 
this act irrevocable, would be of no effect in law; 
yet we are free to declare, and do declare, that the 
rights hereby aſſerted, are natural rights of mankind ; 
and that if any act ſhall be hereafter paſſed tg. repeal 
the preſent, or to narrow its operation, ſuch att will 
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